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This presentation is one of the results of my ongoing research into the
work of the Malaga-born philosopher María Zambrano stemming from
the research project of which I am a member “Women and dialogues on
peace. Origins and transformations in western societies. Contributions
from Andalucia”. In the project I develop,
starting from
the
Zambranian reflection on the admiration that would give rise to
philosophy, what could be a meditation on what she calls “to be at
peace with reality”. In this current contribution, however, I focus on
another issue, albeit a related one. I refer to a positive consequence of
her analysis of philosophical wonder: María Zambrano's invitation is to a
broader consideration of the philosophical tradition, to elaborate a more
plural and inclusive, less forgetful and more trustworthy account of the
effective history of philosophy, which has as a guiding thread the status
and limits of philosophical reason and its claim as true knowledge about
the world and subjectivity. In that broader tradition there would also be
a type of philosophy that insists on affirming the world rather than
transcending it. In relation to this, in another broader consideration of
the philosophical tradition and of amazement, I address the pessimistic
philosophy of Schopenhauer, an author with whom María Zambrano
shares thematic interests although he is not one of the authors with
whom she strictly engages.
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